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Born in America, Ian Thomas Ash earned an MA in Film and Television Production at the 
University of Bristol, UK, in 2005. His first feature documentary, ‘the ballad of vicki and jake’ 
(2006), received the Prix du Canton Vaud prize at the 2006 Visions du Reél International 
Documentary Film Festival in Nyon, Switzerland. Ian’s two feature documentaries about 
children living in areas of Fukushima contaminated by the 2011 nuclear meltdown, ‘In the 
Grey Zone‘ (2012) and ‘A2-B-C‘ (2013), have been screened at festivals around the world 
where they have received multiple awards. 

 

His recent documentaries have all dealt in some way with health and medicine in Japan, 
including ‘-1287‘ (2014) which received numerous awards, including the Audience Award for 
Best Feature at the 2015 Nippon Connection Film Festival in Germany, the First Prize in the 
Asian Competition at the 2015 DMZ Docs Film Festival in Korea and the Best Documentary 
at 2016 SoCal Film Festival.  “Dying at Home” (2016) and “Suturing Cultures” (2017), both 
commissions from NHK World, are on opposite end of the spectrum: one is about end-of-life 
care, while the other is about the future doctors of Japan. 

 

Ian has lived in Japan for a total of 13 years and is currently in post-production for the feature-
length version of his film about end-of-life care. 


